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DEPARTMENT OQF THE ARMY
1.5. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, SACRAMENTO DISTRICT
1325 J STREET
SACRAMENTO CA 95814-2922

REPLY TQ
ATTENTION OF

September 21, 2015

Regulatory Branch (SPK-2014-01067)

Telluride Medical Center
Attn: Mr. Gordon Reichard
500 West Pacific Avenue
Telluride, Colorado 81435

Dear Mr. Reichard:

We have received comments and concerns related to your application and in
response to our Public Notice Number SPK-2014-01067 for your proposed project
involving a new medical center to serve the Telluride Region. We are enclosing copies
of those comments for your response. We have also identified the following items and
issues for your response and/or additional information:

1. Additional information is required on your Needs and Alternatives Analysis to
determine whether the alternatives provided are practical and would satisfy the
overall project purpose. This information is required in order to demonstrate
compliance with the Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines (40 CFR Part 230). The
overall project purpose, as defined in the Corps public notice, is to construct a
new 40,000 square foot medical center that will meet the requirements of a
Critical Access Hospital Compliant Facility to serve the Telluride Region with
public transportation and pedestrian access, a helicopter pad and access for
critical care patients, and adequate space for potential expansion in the future.

Per the Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines, an alternative is practicable if it is available
and capable of being done after taking into consideration cost, existing
technology, and logistics in light of overall project purposes. Those alternative
sites would be considered practicable and are then further evaluated to assist in
identifying the Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative (LEDPA).
No discharge of dredged or fill material shall be permitted if there is a practicable
alternative to the proposed discharge which would have less adverse impact on
the aquatic ecosystem, so long as the alternative does not have other significant
adverse environmental consequences. Despite increased costs and future
authorizations needed by other planning authorities, the two offsite No Action
alternatives identified at Lawson Hill appear to be practicable and less
environmentally damaging than the preferred alternative. Please provide
additional detailed cost, planning and zoning denials, and other appropriate
rationale to verify that these alternatives are impracticable.





2. Address the applicability of the highlighted statement within Enclosure 2 which is
a document prepared by San Miguel County for a workshop (not held) between
San Miguel County, the Telluride Medical Center Board, and Lawson Hil
Property Owners dated October 7, 2014. This alludes to the Telluride Medical
District’s ability to override county disapproval of a project as a Special District
organized as a gquasi-municipal political subdivision of the state.

3. Provide a final Mitigation and Monitoring Plan. Two potential mitigation sites
were identified and we understand would be finalized once secure long term
water rights were verified.

4. What are current traffic conditions in the project vicinity? What de peak and non-
peak traffic conditions usually look like? How will the project temporarily and/or
permanently affect fraffic in the area?

5. Describe in generic terms the ambient noise levels in the area. What types of
physical and biological buffers are on the site o reduce noise levels (i.e. hills,
trees, shrubs, etc.)? Do these features provide buffering for nearby residents or
businesses? How will the proposed project, temporarily and permanently, affect
these buffers and the ambient noise levels?

6. How will the project benefit or decrease public safety for nearby residents,
workers, future residents, and visitors to the area once the project is built? Will
the resulting secondary impacts from the project affect public safety?

7. Characterize local economic conditions: Describe economic impacts to the
existing community? How does the city and/or county benefit from the project?

8. What are the current energy needs in the project vicinity? How will the project
temporarily and/or permanently affect energy needs in the area?

Please provide your responses and any additional information to the Corps by
October 21, 2015, or provide the Corps a written request for extension to a specific
date by that time. Otherwise, we will consider your application withdrawn. Our
withdrawal of your application does not preclude you from submitting the requested
information, including any additional information you want us to consider, at a later date.
In that event we can reactivate and continue processing your application.

We encourage you to use this opportunity to resolve or rebut objections and to
insure all available information is in our administrative record. The decision to issue or
deny a Department of the Army permit is our responsibility and we will consider all
factors of the public interest in making that decision.





Please refer to identification number SPK-2014-01067 in any correspondence
concerning this project. If you have any questions, please contact Carrie Sheata at the
Colorado West Regulatory Branch, 400 Rood Avenue, Room 224, Grand Junction,
Colorado 81501, by email at Carrie. A. Sheata@usace.army.mil, or telephone at 970-
243-1199 X14. For more information regarding our program; please visit our website at
www.spk.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx.

Sincerely,
Original Signed

Susan Bachini Nall
Chief, Colorado West Branch
Regulatory Division

Enclosures:
1. Comment Letters {83)
2. Qctober 7, 2014, document prepared by San Miguei County

ce: (w/ encls)

Mr. Mike Claffey, Claffey Ecological Consulting, Incorporated, 1371 17 Road, Fruita,
Colorado 81521

Ms. Savannah Jameson, Town of Mountain Village, 455 Mountain Village Bivd, Suite A,
Mountain Village, Colorado 81435

ce: (w/o encls)

~Ms. Karen Hamilton, U.S. Environmenta! Protection Agency, Region 8, 1595 Wynkoop
Street, Denver, Colorado 80202

Mr. John Hranac, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Water
Quality Control Division, 4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver, Colorado 80246

Mr. Mike Rozycki, Planning Director, San Miguel County Planning Department, Post
Office Box 548, Telluride, Colorado 81435






